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side, and at the same time, it is matter of concern to see only three ships
were intended to be loaden home from vour Presidency, where we think one
s                                                                      j ~
or two more might have been provided with cargoes, especially when so large
an investment of saltpetre was expected.
12.    With particular satisfaction we see so proper an attention was paid
to that important branch of our affairs the China trade, by setting apart
ten lacks of rupees out of our revenues to be sent thither, on a ship or ships to
proceed by  the Pitt's Passage, which you judged might  reach  Canton  in
February ; and although this supply might not arrive there in time to be of
any service that season, yet your sending the Plassey schooner to give early
advice thereof, was a well judged measure for the support of the Company's
credit.
13.    As we must expect our several Presidencies will annually give their
utmost assistance to the China trade, we shall accordingly depend upon a
continuance of your care and attention to this great object.
14.   Your saltpetre investment we observe with pleasure was likely to turn
out very well, and that you had therefore determined to supply Fort St. George
with ten thousand and Bombay with thirty thousand maunds.   These large
supplies we hope will have considerably promoted the dispatch of the ships
intended to be loaden home from those Presidencies.
15.   In your narrative of the operations of the campaign, we observe our
army under Major Carnac was in a very critical situation when it was attacked
by Shujah Dowla's numerous forces, and with singular pleasure we learn that
our troops gave the enemy so brave a repulse, that they soon after retreated
into the Budgpore country.   Although you apprehend the motive of Shuja
Dowla's retreat thither was to secure a communication with his own dominions
during the rains, after which you expected his return, yet we hope the great
preparations you were making to oppose him, will have made him change
such an intention.   Major Munro1 upon coining to Bengal, we observe, took
the command of the army and was preparing to take the field as soon as the
season would permit, intending if no treaty was concluded with Shujah Dowlah,
to act offensively and bring him to an action as soon as possible.   From the
short accounts we have of those operations, we incline  to  approve  Major
Carnac's conduct in acting on the defensive, the small number of European
troops, the mutinous disposition of the seapoys, and the little reliance to be
had on them or the Nabob's horse, were circumstances of so alarming a
nature, that we do not wonder the Major should have declined putting the
whole on the issue of a battle against an enemy, that appears far more formid-
able than any country power we have ever been engaged against, and indeed
we think the fate of the provinces should never be exposed to the issue of a
battle  widiout the most  absolute  necessity.   We hope  therefore  that  the
plan adopted by Major Monro will have! been pursued with the utmost precau-
tion and attention to all circumstances, and as we place the greatest confidence
in Lord dive's abilities and zeal for the Company's service, we hope that long
before this he has put a happy conclusion to these troubles.
16. With great concern we learn that your seapoys sensible of their
own strength and numbers, had mutinied several times, and proceeded to very
extraordinary lengths but we hope the spirit exerted by Major Monro in the